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Far right, Goins in his verre eglomise
wiater clasel. Center, a laux Sialloed-
chire dop puards the red lacquered
eatry ta thie master bath suite, Baolaw
are pne af Gobng's Lereens and a chair.

Idea Man

Versatile artist Ravmond GGoins
expands into interior design
By BETSY RILEY

ITEIHNSTALDATION WEEK for the blockbuster Atlanta Sym-
phony Associates' Decorators Show House, and Raymond Goins
can hardly sit still. For Goins, a self-taught artist and furniture
designer, the apring event 12 2 debut of 2orts: He's decorated the
entite mazter hath awite, his Brat solo showhouse spoee,

Strding around his Chamblee studio, Goms points ool a sleek,
white, lacquered vtagere with ovster leather shelves and a pair
of cement grevhounds painted whimsically like Staffordshine
daygs; then he just steps hack and grins, Moe eyes dancing mer-
rilit Most apectacular ace the reverse-painted, citeon glass panels
with Etruscan symbols that will Tine the weater clogset walls, loor
to ceiling, “Isn't this fun? Aren't these fbpfowrs?™ he gushes, his
hameyed voice redolent of his native South Carolina.

Goins 15 one of those hypercreative people who inspired the
phrase “bursting with ideas." A hotel management job hrought
him to Aflanta, where be hefriended longtime interior designer
Parse Warren. Tmpressed by Tas charcoal porteaiture, she gave
him his lirst commission: painting a Bedermeier table with &
bust of Mapoleon, S8oon he was opening his own studio to do

origimal artwork, custom paint fmshes, and farmitiore restora-

tion, In 2000, he introduced anouen lamp called the Chelsea,
which became the firstin an ever-expanding line ol original home
accessarics and furniture, Partieularky popular now are painted
leather screens, the lamps, a trestle table, and graceful desizgns
such as a mirrored chest or demilune table. (For a short time,
Giodns alao operated an et gallery, Rasmond Lawevence at Tk on
Denmetl Street, nuomed Aflaie's Best Mew Gallery in 155480

Goins eites muses from Michelangebs (o painter Caspar Davicd
Frivdrich and designer Albert Hadlev—which makes his work
pretty much perfect for Atlanta's classic taste. Fven his more
contemporary pieces bear hints of romantic classicism. He jokes
that his showhonse bathroom, with its painted glass walls and
metal mesh shutters, iz a0 modern imcerpretation of @ monastery's
stamned glass (explicilimagery nodwithstandimg),

The multitasker is now doing maore interior design. But he is
alzotraveling to Mew Yok and Londan, establishing liaisons with
ultraexclusive companies such as luxury accessories designer
Aspres and linen maker Pratesi. On the polar opposite of the eco-
mormiie spectrum, he is introducing some less expensive prodiects,
starting with custom, hand-painted tortoiseshell frames i play-
ful colors such as acid green, Chinese red, and robin's ege blue,
Trames start ab £250. “We call it "Ray Goins by the foor,™ he jokes.

“T enjov the prosess of things,” explainsg Goins. "That's my
excwse for not finishing them. Tt's like heing a good wter and
using fewer words. You get something to a stage amd then leave
it wlone, 1% nod sbout absolute literal forme.” ppmssrdeoieg com;
e gueded by ovder B
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